Ion channels are a prerequisite for normal cellular function of all organs.

For this reason, a better understanding of their function constitutes an
essential basis for understanding widespread human diseases causing a high
social and economic burden.

Disturbances in ion channel function
lead to serious diseases of the nervous
system, skeletal and cardiac muscle,
and intestine which makes ion
channels important drug targets for
the pharmaceutical industry.
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Cavnet

CavNet is a Marie Curie Research Training Network (RTN) funded through the
European Union Research Program (6FP).

Ten Institutes and Universities from 7 different
European countries are involved in this unique
network having as main objective to under-

stand the underlying mechanisms of distur- A b
bances in Calcium channel function, that -
lead to serious diseases of the nervous e .
system, skeletal and cardiac muscle, and * °®
intestine.

The long standing and complementary

expertise of the network partners will not only advance the

understanding of the role of Calcium channels in health and disease but also
provide a stimulating and highly productive research training platform for
young researchers in modern cell biological, molecular, physiological and
pharmacological techniques. The proposed research on Calcium channels in
different organs not only represents an important scientific task but also provi-
des an excellent opportunity for an integrative and interdisciplinary but appro-
priately focussed training in the field of signal transduction in general and ion
channels in particular.

During the last 2 years more than 19 young researchers, coming o8
from allover the world, have been appointed by these 10 research ce
laboratories and they are enjoing a unique opportunity to be oe
trained and to work multidisciplinary in cooperative projects o0

and gain profound knowledge regarding experimental work, °

methodology, analytical and transferable skills. The CavNet
network implements a number of activities to ensure training
of these young scientists, at the highest possible level. ve

oe
Joint annual meetings, summer schools, visits in biomedical
companies, invitation of international specialists for lectures, complementa-

ry and soft skills training are some of the measures taken by the CavNet
network to achieve the best research training and transfer of knowledge.

. Moreover, the CavNet project has the
privilege to count on extremely outstanding
scientists in this research field like Ole Peter-
sen (UK), Annette Dolphin (UK) and Erwin
Neher (Germany)as members of the External
Advisory Board of CavNet. Prof. Neher, Nobel
prize holder for his work on ion channels,
together with Prof. Petersen and Prof.
Dolphin take very seriously their role of
advisors and they are very dedicated to share
their precious scientific and life experiences
with the young researchers
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Being CavNetian, | feel | have the opportunity to keep my
dreams alive, having the opportunity to visit new labs, option of
having collaboration and the moulding of a researcher in a
professional manner by many different kind of training is
something very helpful for upbringing of a researcher

De CavNet al cielo

From CavNet to the sky

satyajit mahapatra (india)
Jonathan rojo ruiz (spain)

Estar en el proyecto CavNet me permite Belong to the CavNet project allows me to
ampliar mi conocimiento y experiencia extend my knowledge and scientific experience,
cientifica, conocer y colaborar con otros tomeetandto collaborate with other colleagues
colegas en este extraordinario mundo de la inside this extraordinary scientific world. It
ciencia. Me permite continuar divirtiéndome, allows me to continue enjoying myself, working
trabajando en lo que me gusta hacer -aunque  inwhich Ilike to do -although sometimes itis not
a veces no sea tan divertido y resulte frustran-  too funny, and some days | am frustrated. Itis a
te. Es un privilegio pertenecer al grupo CavNet. privilege belong to CaviNet group.

victor navarro (mexico)
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All the pictures excusively represent CavNet young researchers and members of the network



